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ELMER B. EATON & SON, INC.

PLUMBING & HEATING
HEAT PUMP SALES & SERVICE

GOOD LUCK MARINERS!

GROSS GAS, INC.
PROPANE SERVICE • INSTALLATION

BULK DELIVERY

SUNSET, ME 348-2347

Heanssler Oil Co., Inc.
32 Church St., Deer Isle

348-2311 • 1-800-244-2311

Heating Oil • Gasoline • Auto Parts • Diesel

Go Mariners!
207-348-2326

Rte. 15, 370 North Deer Isle Rd. Deer Isle, ME 04627

Heating Fuels

Diesel

Citgo Gas

Garage Repairs

Good Luck 
Mariners!

Mike’s Market II
75 Mines Rd.

Blue Hill
207-374-9290

Your in-town bottle and can redemption 
center. Here we know every can counts.

Good luck teams!
R.L. GREENLAW & SON

Stonington • 367-2207

MILL POND SERVICE
Deer Isle • 348-2248

SOUTH STREET SERVICE
Blue Hill • 374-2092

List with our 

experienced team today!

276 Union Street, Blue Hill, ME 04614

40 Main Street, Stonington, ME 04681

207-374-5444

www.RentalsMaine.com

We’re proud to support 
our local schools

TRUSTED COMMUNITY PARTNER

9 Tenney Hill Blue Hill, ME 04614 |  207-374-2707

3 Atlantic Avenue Stonington, ME 04681 |  207-367-2201

��  800-860-8821 | CamdenNational.com | Member FDIC |

ELLEN S. BEST
JOHN Z. STEED

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
~

OFFICES IN 
BLUE HILL and STONINGTON

374-2573
367-8877

SPORTS
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Heal Point System Example

Preliminary Index = Sum of Points ÷ Scheduled Games

Games won against Class B teams:  2 x 35=70 points
Games won against Class C teams:  7 x 30=210 points
Games won against Class D teams:  3 x 25 = 75 points

Total points = 355 ÷ 18 games played =  19.7222.

(DJOHV�3UHOLPLQDU\�,QGH[� ��������

Tournament Index = Preliminary Indices 

of Teams Defeated ÷ Scheduled Games x 10

MDI =    7.7778
MDI =    7.7778
Washington Academy  =  17.2222
Sumner Memorial =  10.5556
Sumner Memorial =  10.5556
Bucksport =  11.1111
Orono =  14.7222
P.C.H.S. =  22.5000
Searsport =  13.0556
Central =  21.9444
Deer Isle-Stonington =    2.7778
Deer Isle-Stonington =    2.7778 

Total = 121.6667
÷18

Eagles Tournament Index = 79.3210

How the MPA ranks 
the teams

By ANNE BERLEANT
Mariner fans can take heart in the fact 

that the girls varsity basketball team is 
KROGLQJ�RQ�WR�WKH�ODVW�VORW�WKDW�TXDOLÀHV�IRU�
post-season play.

Meanwhile, the Eagles boys team keeps 
VOLGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WKLUG�DQG�ÀIWK�UDQNLQJ�
despite winning its last 12 games.

And why are the Eagle girls ranked sev-
enth and Central eighth when Central has 
the better win-loss record?

The answer lies in the Heal Point System, 
a ranking method used by the Maine 
Principals Association. Even if a team is 
ranked high enough to know it will get into 
the playoffs, like the Eagles boys, one spot 
can mean the difference between having 
to play the prelim playoff game or getting 
a bye, or having home court advantage or 
not, or playing the top-ranked team or the 
sixth-ranked.

“The Heal Point System is designed to 
select teams for tournament play on the 
basis of athletic strength as demonstrated 
through the regular season schedule,” reads 
the MPA explanation on its website mpa.cc. 

The system is a two-part one. First the 
preliminary index is calculated by giving 
varying points for a victory. A win against 
a Class A team nets 40, a Class B team gets 
35, a Class C team garners 30 and a Class D 
team 25. The points are added up and then 
divided by the number of games scheduled 
for the season.

So a victory by the Mariners over the 
(DJOHV� JHWV� WKHP� ÀYH� PRUH� SRLQWV� WKDQ�
against Jonesport-Beals. But a win by the 
Eagles over the Mariners nets them less 

than a win against Bucksport. 
%XW� WKLV� LV� MXVW� WKH�ÀUVW� VWHS�� DQG� WHDPV�

with more preliminary index points are 
often ranked below those with less.

This is because of the Tournament Index. 
This index adds up the preliminary indices 
of the schools from which a team won 
victories and then divides that sum by the 
number of scheduled games. The result 
determines a team’s Tournament Index, and 
the higher the tournament index, the higher 
a team’s Heal Point Standing.

Let’s use the Eagles boys as an example, 
recalling that a Class B win earns 35 points, 
a Class C win earns 30 points and a Class D 
win earns 25 points.

The Eagles are scheduled to play 18 
games in the Eastern Class C division this 
season; as of January 30 they were 12-3.

The Eagles tournament index places 
them in the #4 spot—for now. After all, just 
one game played can move things around. 
(See Heal Point System Example)

Making it to the play-offs
For the Eagle boys and girls teams, the 

top 11 of 16 teams move on to the post sea-
VRQ��7KH�WRS�ÀYH�WHDPV�UHFHLYH�D�E\H�IRU�WKH�
prelim game.

For the Mariner boys and girls teams, 
the top 15 of 22 teams move on to the post 
season, with only the #1 team getting a bye.

The girls playoff prelim games are on 
February 10; the boys on February 11. 
4XDUWHUÀQDOV��VHPLÀQDOV�DQG�UHJLRQDO�ÀQDOV�
are scheduled for February 13 through 
February 21. The state championships will 
be played on February 28. All games, after 
the prelim game, are played at the Cross 
Center in Bangor.

EAGLES

Latest scores
Boys varsity basektball 13-3
v. MDI, January 28: W 60-54
v. Bucksport, February 3: W 61-46
v. Central, February 4: Score not avail-
able by press time

 

Girls varsity basketball 9-6
v. Searsport, January 19: W 60-44
v. Bucksport, February 2: W 44-33
v. DI-S, February 4: Score not available 
by press time

Games close to home
Boys varsity basektball
Friday, February 6 @ Searsport, 7 p.m.

Girls varsity basketball
Thursday, February 5 v. Central, 7 p.m.
Friday, February 6 v MDI, 7 p.m.

Varsity swimming
Boys: Friday, February 6, Penobscot 
Valley Conference Championships, 
Husson University, 6 p.m.
Girls: Saturday, February 7, Penobscot 
Valley Championships, Husson 
University, 12 p.m.

MARINERS

Latest scores
Boys varsity basketball 2-14
v. Searsport, February 4: score not avail-
able by press time

Girls varsity basketball 6-9
v. GSA, February 4: score not available 
by press time

Games close to home
Boys varsity basketball
Thursday, February 5 @ Jonesport-Beals, 
6:30 p.m.

Girls varsity basketball
Thursday, February 5 @ Jonesport-Beals, 

5 p.m.
Friday, February 6 v Searsport, 5:30 p.m.

Varsity cheerleading
Saturday, February 7, Augusta Civic 
Center, 2 p.m.


